A word from the Session:


Congratulations on your engagement and decision to be married.  Should you choose to be married in the Montoursville Presbyterian Church, we have prepared this brochure to help guide you.  Please read this "Wedding Policy" to become familiar with our expectations.  Our prayers accompany you as you begin your marital journey.  May you know God's many blessings as you prepare to celebrate your wedding day and throughout your marriage.


You should contact our Pastor to request that he perform the wedding, reserve the sanctuary, and begin the required pre-marital counseling.  We join you in celebration and pray that you may know more fully the love of God through the promises you soon shall make.

1. Securing the Pastor(s) and Organist


Contact the church office at (570)368-4747 in order to request the pastor to perform your wedding.  Our pastor requires three sessions of pre-marital counseling prior to rehearsal night.


The pastor will secure one of the church organists for your wedding for any couples who would like organ music for the ceremony.  Once secured, couples should work with the organist to discuss musical selections for the ceremony (including any soloists or other instruments.)  Music must be suitable for Christian Worship and receive the approval of the organist and the pastor.


If you have another pastor whom you would like to conduct the service or assist with the service, please indicate so on the "Wedding Request Form" (enclosed).

2. Session Approval


Once you have completed and returned the Wedding Request Form, the church Session will, upon recommendation of the Pastor, vote on your request.  Once approved, you can safely begin to contact others involved with your wedding celebration (reception, photography, florist, invitations, etc.)

3. The Marriage License


Couples should contact the offices of Lycoming County in order to secure a marriage license.  Please note the requirements and timetable of securing your license.  Don't wait until the last week to inquire about 
a license!!!  (Licenses can be obtained 60 days in advance of the wedding.)

4. Sound System

You may use the church’s sound system, however a session member or elder must be contacted to operate it. 
5. Photography and Videography


Because the wedding is a  divine service of Christian Worship, photography is not permitted during the ceremony.  Photography during the processional and recessional is to be unobtrusive and not to impede the flow of the worship service.  Photographs may be taken before and after the service.  Videography (no flood lights) may be done from a tri-pod in an unobtrusive location (to be approved by the Pastor). The church is willing to make a recording of the service if couples provide a cassette or CD rom.
6. Flowers and Decorations


The church can offer for your use: a Wedding banner to hang in the sanctuary, six white outside banners along Elm Street, pew torches and two candelabra (you must provide the candles for these), a kneeling bench, and a podium for the guest register.


If couples choose to have a unity candle, they must provide their own.  Flowers should not be placed on the communion table.  Florists should remove all decorative materials following the ceremony, except for those flowers being left for the Sunday worship service.  Only material rose petals (non-staining) may be used in the sanctuary.  Any birdseed or bubbles must be kept outside of the building. Rice is not permitted.


If they want them, couples must produce their own wedding program. The pastor will provide a basic order of service for this purpose.

7. Rehearsal


The pastor will conduct the hour rehearsal and the organist will be present to play.  Please be sure the wedding party is prompt!  In addition to the wedding party (including any ushers), the parents of the bride and groom should attend the rehearsal.

8. Building Use Policy 

The church facility offers a parking lot which will be reserved for your use, an outdoor "Prayer Garden" available for small weddings and wedding portraits, a fully handicap-accessible building, an air-conditioned sanctuary that seats 260, and an air-conditioned Fellowship Hall for receptions.  No alcoholic beverages may be served or consumed on the church property.  Smoking is not permitted on the church property.  


Our custodian will assure the church facility is clean upon your arrival and after the ceremony.  

9. Schedule of Fees

Please make separate checks payable to the church and/or church staff and bring or mail them to the church office at 205 Tule St. Montoursville no later than 3 days before your wedding day.




   Members (one or both)   Non-members
Sanctuary


        0



$100

Fellowship Hall (reception)
        0



$50

Meditation Garden*

        0



$50*

Pastor



        0



$100
Organist: Rehearsal & wedding    $75


$75

Additional rehearsals 
                  $25 each


$25 each

Custodian


      $50


$50

*This Fee applies only if the Garden is used for the wedding.  If this is the case, fees for the organist and custodian do not apply.
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