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    God’s People Gather
Please observe prayerful silence when the prelude begins.
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER
PRELUDE      “Star of the East”      Amanda Kennedy
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE/CHORAL INTROIT (10:45am)  
Judy and Bob Shimp
We Praise the Lord
*CALL TO WORSHIP       (Psalm 25:1-2, 4-5)
L: In You, O Lord my God, I put my trust.
P: I trust in You; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
L: Show me Your ways, O Lord, teach me Your paths.
P: Guide me in  Your truth and teach me, for You are God my Savior, and my hope is in You all day long.
*Hymn of Praise:  9   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
THE CONFESSION OF SIN   

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession:  God of glory, You are coming in power to bring all nations under Your rule.  We confess that we have not expected Your Kingdom, for we live casual lives, ignoring Your promised judgment.  We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse Your justice and peace.  In Your mercy, forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to welcome Your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.  (Silent Confession)
Assurance of Pardon  

*Response of Praise:  579   “Gloria Patri”      
Passing the Peace  

L: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
P: And also with you.
Hear God’s Word 
CHILDREN'S CHOIR   “Let's Get Ready, a Savior's Coming”
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH   
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
THE GOSPEL:  Luke 21:25-36   (pg. 1056/1604)
THE EPISTLE:  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13   (pg. 1187/1797)
SPECIAL MUSIC (8:15)    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel w/”Moonlight Sonata”     Debbie Keller 
CHORAL ANTHEM      “Every Valley”      Chancel Choir 
THE PROPHET:  Jeremiah 33:14-26   (pg. 793/1202)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord!    People: Thanks Be to God!
SERMON   The Good Promise    Rev. David C. Smith
*Hymn of Response:  6   “Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending” 
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH      (from the Heidelberg Catechism)

We believe that the eternal Son of God, who is and remains true and eternal God, took upon himself our true humanity from the flesh and blood of the Virgin Mary through the action of the Holy Spirit, so that he might also be the true seed of David, like his fellow men in all things, except for sin. By his holy conception and birth, Christ becomes our Mediator, and in God's sight, he covers over with his innocence and perfect holiness our sinfulness.
The Disciples Give Thanks
THE PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS       
Offertory   “Pastorale  Symphony”    G. F. Handel
*Doxology:  Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, 

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
*Prayer of Dedication  
MINUTE FOR MISSION    Kelly Crist
THE SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS (10:45) Marc Haas
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    The Lord’s Prayer  (pg. 16)
We Go Forth To Serve
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
*Hymn of Commitment:  11   “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE    “People, Look East”    Dale Wood
*Please stand, if able
Worship Leaders    Pastor:  Rev. David C. Smith
Greeters & Ushers: (8:15)  Frank and Mary Lou Odell
Greeters: (10:45)  Joe and Jackie Lapinski
Ushers: (10:45) T. Beggs, R.Gilbert, K. Klepper, V. Shearer
Liturgist: (8:15)  Dave Shimmel     (10:45)  Paula Shimmel
Organist:  Debbie Keller       Choir Director: Denny Carpenter    
Pastor’s Office (570) 368-4747   MontourPastor@verizon.net
Church Office: Mon-Thur  9:00 – noon  (570) 368-1595  
E-mail:  Montourpc@gmail.com     Website:  www.montourpres.org      
Listen to David's sermons at:
http://www.youtube.com/user/montourpc
This Week at MPC
 Sunday, November 29th 
 8:15am  Worship Service (S)
 9:15am  Coffee Fellowship (FH)
 9:30am  Sunday School (C)
 10:45am  Worship Service (S)
 5:30pm  FISH Youth Group at the Strein's
 Monday, November 30th   (Food Pantry/Shep. of the Sts. Delivery)
 8:30am  Prayer Group (MCEC)
 Tuesday, December 1st  (bulletin announcements due)
 1:00pm  Bond of Peace (MCEC)
 6:30pm  Worship Committee Meeting (MCEC)
 Wednesday, December 2nd    
Thursday, December 3rd    
 6:15pm-8:15pm  AA (FH)
  7:00pm  Choir Practice 
 Friday, December 4th     Office Closed 
 Saturday, December 5th 
  9:15am   FISH Youth Group Babysitting (MCEC)
Sunday, December 6th 
 8:15am  Worship Service (S)
 9:15am  Coffee Fellowship (FH)
 9:30am  Sunday School (C)
 10:45am  Worship Service (S)
 5:30pm  FISH Youth Group (MCEC)

S – Sanctuary   C – Classroom   FH- Fellowship Hall   MCEC –Mendenhall  N – Nursery   K-Kitchen
Last Week's Attendance:  8:15am – 56     10:45am – 96 
From the Worship Committee: Let's try to remember as we arrive for Sunday School that early church may still be going on. Please observe quiet in the narthex at this time. Thank you.
Announcements for the week of November 29, 2015
Welcome to the Montoursville Presbyterian Church

Visitors: please complete a Visitor Card found in the pew rack and place it in the offering plate. If you are looking for a church home or membership, please see the Pastor, an Usher, or call the office.
To assist with your worship experience, we offer:
Personal hearing devices - please see an usher
Pew Cushions – stored above the coat racks in the Narthex
Large print hymnals - in the Narthex
Handicap/family restroom - off the far end of Fellowship Hall
Worship Bags for children - in a basket in the Narthex
Nursery care for children, ages up to 5 yrs old.

Our nursery staff members are:
 Deb Rupert, Mary Strein, Michelle Beggs and Gaetan Casella.
Christmas Carol Sing-along Covered Dish Dinner: 
Everyone is invited to this event on December 6th at 6:00 in Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a covered dish to share. Hope to see you there for this time of fun and fellowship.  
THANK YOU for your amazing support of Operation Christmas Child!!  FISH was overwhelmed with your generosity.  We were able to assemble and send more than 50 boxes!  Praise the Lord!  Please remember to pray for the children who will receive these gifts, given in the love of Christ.  Thank you again for all your support!
The December meeting of the Deacons has been changed from December 3rd to the 7th at 6pm in Don King's Sunday School room. The Deacons are asking for cookies to deliver to shut-ins on December 9th. We could use help in delivering the packages also. You may drop off cookies in the church kitchen on the 8th or before 9am on the 9th. All past and present Deacons are invited to a luncheon at Hoss's on the 9th, after deliveries are made.
Holiday Christmas Baskets - Can goods are being collected until December 6th.  There will be a table set up in the narthex for the can goods. Thank you for your generosity!  
West Branch Chorale presents “Sing We Now of Christmas”, Sunday, December 6th at 3:00pm at Pleasant View Wesleyan Church, 994 E. Penn St, Muncy and Sunday, December 13th at 3:00pm at Faith United Methodist Church, 700 Fairview Dr, Montoursville. 
The Mission Committee will again be hosting the Sojourner Church lunch on December 12th.  We need 12 volunteers each to sign-up to provide a 9x13 pan of macaroni and cheese or 3 dozen cookies.  The sign-up sheets are in the entryway of the church.  Please deliver the food to the church on December 11th between 4:00-6:00pm.  Thank your for your generosity.  Please call Sue Ulmer if you have any questions. 570-368-2698.

                                    Upcoming FISH events
TODAY  - Famous make-your-own-pizza dinner and Bible study at the Strein's house (320 Chestnut St.) at 5:30 pm
December 5 (Saturday) - Babysitting for our younger church members.  Meet at the Mendenhall Center at 9:15 am
December 6 - We will join the congregation for the covered dish dinner.  Please stay tuned for more details.
Montoursville Presbyterian Church is seeking a musically talented individual to serve as Children’s Choir Director.  If you or someone you know may be interested, please contact Neil Bixler, Personnel Committee, at 570-407-2126 or nbixler@live.com.  

This is a compensated position.

We now have seat cushions available to use in the pews.  They are stored above the coat racks in the Narthex.  Please return them after the service. 
Ushers and Greeters for December 6th and December 13th 
(8:15am)  Ushers and Greeters:  Steve & Cathy Rush 
(10:45am)  Greeters:  Mike & Deb Cillo 
Ushers:  P. Hoff, J. Lapinski, T. Strein, D. Shimmel
Lighting of the Christ Candle 
December 6 – David, Wendy, Sophie and Christian Smith
December 13 – Carol Wagner
December 20 – Anne, Tim, Taylor and Mary Strein
December 27 – Alexandra, Chad, Laylana & Lyric Warren
Prayer List
Illness, recovery and support:  Jim Ayrer. Harriett Bernier, 
Eileen Bettig, Marge Bieber, Doug Bird, Barb Campbell, Diane Chesnut, Mike Cillo, Sherry Delaney, Derre Family, Audrey Dochter, Betty Farley, Denise Fulton, Tim Garman, Rich Hartman, Lois Hungerford, Rod Husted, Larry Kanour Sr.,  Sandy Kurtz, Joe Lapinski, Mark Lehman, Lemerre, famly, Russ Lentz, Marrell family, Hazel McGuinness, Angela Mitchell, Elizabeth Moores, Meredith Reedy, Rev. Walter Schell, John Sharp, Sandy Shimmel, Bob Shimp Sr., Clair Springman, Elliott Storms, Stella Wallmer, Jane Wendel
Military:  Duane (DJ) Burleigh, Ryan Burns, Joe Cardone, 

Capt. Brady Cillo, Jessie Confer,  Maj. Laurie Fontaine, Ben Hepburn, Ethan Jones, Dani Kline, Sgt. J Patrick Lawracy, Jeremy Loveland, David McCollin, Marissa Patterson, Paul Wenner
Others:  Nthemba Church (Sister church in Africa), Ministries of MPC, Peace in the World, Camp Krislund, General Assembly Moderator, Heath Rada, Attacks in France and Mali    
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MPW Christmas Tea
All women of the church invited for 

afternoon tea and refreshments.
Entertainment will be by a choral group 

from the Montoursville High School.

Date:  Monday, December 7th 

Time:  2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Place:  Church Narthex

*R.S.V.P.  by December 1st
There will be a box in the 

Narthex for your replies.

(or call the church office at 368-1595).
We will be accepting monetary donations

for a local needy family.

………………………….tear here……………………………..
Yes, I will be attending the MPW Christmas Tea

Name:  _______________________________________
         (Place in box in the Narthex)             
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA ORDER
YOUR NAME___________________________________

INDICATE THE NUMBER NEXT TO THE COLOR YOU WANT

__________RED

__________WHITE

__________PINK

IN HONOR OF___________________________________

IN MEMORY OF_________________________________
These will decorate the church and you may take them with you after the Christmas Eve service.  
6 inch pots are available - $9.00 each.
Place the completed form with payment (check payable to MPC) in the box in the narthex or give it to Deb Cillo. Any questions, please call 368-1595.
ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 6th.
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MPC SHUT IN & NURSING HOME LIST 2015
Harriett Bernier    323-4340 (Main No)


Rose View Court, 1251 Rural Ave.  Rm. 227

Williamsport, PA 17701   

Doug Bird



Muncy Valley Assisted Living

215 E. Water St., Muncy Pa 17756

Pat Callahan
   368-2793


1113 Weaver St., Montoursville, PA 17754


Audrey Dochter    368-1725


1610 Fairview Dr., Montoursville, PA 17754


Rod Husted   
368-1525


926 Mulberry St., Montoursville, PA 17754



Ann James    368-1393


1098 Mulberry St., Montoursville, PA 17754


Ray Kerwell    368-2016


Hillside Assisted Living 

2725 Four Mile Dr., Montoursville, PA 17754


Elizabeth Maule    368-2909


Elmcroft of Loyalsock

2985 Four Mile Dr., Montoursville, PA 17754

Frank Odell    433-3477


481 Odell Rd., Muncy, PA 17756


Robert Shimp Sr.    433-3161 (Main No)

Valley View Nursing 

2140 Warrensville Rd., Rm. 808

Montoursville, PA 17754
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